
Authority and Responsibility (5) – The State 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What authority has God given to “the governing authorities”? 

Romans 13:1-7 
1
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
2
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 
3
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would 

you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
4
for he is 

God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the 

servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5
Therefore one must be in subjection, not 

only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 
6
For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the 

authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 
7
Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes 

are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honour to whom honour is owed. 

1. Who must “be subject to the governing authorities” (v. 1)? 

2. Where does the government’s authority come from (v. 1)? 

3. The government is “the servant of God” to do... what (v. 4)? 

4. How should the government’s work be paid for (v. 6)? 

GOD 

THE 

FATHER 

JESUS 

CHRIST 

Jesus said, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me.” 

(Matthew 28:18) 

Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father. 

(1 Corinthians 15:24) 

The Son can do nothing of his own accord, but 

only what he sees the Father doing. 

(John 5:19) 

Genesis 3:15 

2 Samuel 7 

Psalm 2 

Psalm 22 

Psalm 47 

Psalm 72 

Psalm 89 

Psalm 110 

1 Corinthians 11:3 

Colossians 3:18-19 

Ephesians 5:22-33 

Titus 2:5 

1 Peter 3:1, 7 

 

 

MARRIAGE 

Husband 

Wife 

CHURCH 

Elders 

Congregation 

Matthew 16:18-19 

Matthew 18:18 

Ephesians 4:11-14 

1 Thessalonians 5:12 

1 Timothy 5:17 

2 Timothy 4:2 

Titus 2:15 

Hebrews 13:17 

1 Peter 5:1-5 

 
FAMILY 

Parents 

Children 

Exodus 20:12 

Deuteronomy 5:16 

Proverbs 1-8 

Colossians 3:20-21 

Ephesians 6:1-4 

Hebrews 12:9 

 

STATE 

Government 

(“Magistrates”) 

Citizens 

Matthew 22:17-21 

Mark 12:14-17 

Romans 13:1-7 

Titus 3:1 

1 Peter 2:13-17 

WORKPLACE 

Employers 

(“Masters”) 

Employees 

(“Slaves”) 

Ephesians 6:5-9 

Colossians 3:22-23 

Colossians 4:1 

1 Timothy 6:1-2 

Titus 2:9-10 

1 Peter 2:18-21 

Mark 1 

Luke 4 

Acts 2 

Romans 1 

1 Corinthians 15 

Revelation 1 

Revelation 21-22 

Etc... 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16) 



Summary 

(1) Everyone must obey the government, because... 

(2) ... the government’s authority comes from God. 

(3) The government must serve God – it can’t do whatever it wants; rather, it exists to carry out God’s wrath against 

wrongdoers. 

 •  Internal wrongdoers (criminals within the country) 

 •  External wrongdoers (military invaders from outside the country) 

(4) Everyone must pay for the government’s work through taxation. 

A potential problem 

What if the government abuses its power by doing things that God has not given it authority to do? 

 

A (partial) list of UK government departments 

Draw a circle around any of these departments which might conceivably be necessary for the government to carry out 

its God-given task of carrying out “God’s wrath against evildoers” (i.e. punishing criminals, defending the nation). 

Her Majesty’s Treasury 

The Charity Commission 

The Crown Prosecution Service 

The Department for 

Business, Innovation and Skills 

The Department for 

Culture, Media and Sport 

The Department for Education 

The Department for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs 

The Department for 

International Development 

The Department for Transport 

The Department for 

Work and Pensions 

The Department of 

Energy and Climate Change 

The Department of Health 

The Food Standards Agency 

The Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office 

The Forestry Commission 

The Government Equalities Office 

The Home Office 

The Ministry of Defence 

The Ministry of Justice 

The Office for Standards in Education, 

Children’s Services and Skills 

The Office of Fair Trading 

The Office of Gas  

and Electricity Markets 

The Office of Qualifications and 

Examinations Regulation 

The Office of Rail Regulation 

The Ordnance Survey 

The Serious Fraud Office 

The Water Services 

Regulation Authority 

 

What should we do? 

1. Recognise our responsibilities 

 

 

2. Obey the law 

 

 

3. Repent, trust and pray 


