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18. The incarnation (2) – The historical development 

of the doctrine of the incarnation 

Introduction 

We’re continuing with the doctrine of the incarnation in session 18 of the Emmanuel Guided 

Reading Course. This week we’ll be looking at the historical development of the doctrine of the 

incarnation from the apostles to the Council of Chalcedon in AD 451. Tom Weinandy’s outstanding 

book Does God Change? (Still River: Massachusetts, 1985) deals with this question superbly, but 

previous experience suggests that it is too long and complex for our purposes. I have therefore 

attempted to condense the relevant parts of Weinandy’s book into a short article, entitled 

“Christology for Amateurs,” designed to make Weinandy’s longer work a little more manageable in 

the time available to us. The study questions are interspersed throughout the text itself, and 

during the tutorial we will go through these in the normal way, attempting to clarify the historical 

development of this important doctrine. 

You will notice quickly that the development of the doctrine of the incarnation is closely related to 

the development of Trinitarian theology. This is unsurprising, of course, since the question of how 

God the Son could become man obviously entails a consideration of the person of the Son himself, 

and therefore his relationship with the Father and the Spirit in the Godhead. At times, therefore, 

we will find ourselves calling to mind some of the material we covered in earlier sessions on the 

doctrine of the Trinity. 

The article becomes somewhat more complex towards the end, reflecting the fact that the 

development of the doctrine itself became more technical towards the beginning of the fifth 

century. Don’t worry if you find some sections hard to follow; just get as far as you can, and we’ll 

cover any remaining questions in the tutorial. 

The article is available online at www.northlondonchurch.org (search for “Christology for 

Amateurs”). Hard copies will be provided for students formally enrolled on the Emmanuel Guided 

Reading Course. 


