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21. Biblical overview (2) 

Peter J. Leithart, A House for My Name, pp. 129-214 

Introduction 

We’re continuing in session 21 of the Emmanuel Guided Reading Course with our study of the 

doctrine of salvation (soteriology), looking at the next section of Peter J. Leithart, A House for My 

Name: A Survey of the Old Testament (Moscow, ID: Canon Press, 2000), pp. 129-214. 

You will recall from the previous session that this part of the course is deliberately structured to 

help you see how a Reformed evangelical doctrine of salvation emerges from a systematic reading 

of the whole Bible, taking into account the progressive character of God’s revelation to humanity 

and the coherence and interconnectedness of the Scriptures. Here’s a reminder of where we’re 

going in the next few sessions: 

Biblical overview. An overview of the whole Bible, attempting to piece together a few of 

the countless themes that trace the story of God’s saving work through the Scriptures from 

beginning to end. We’ll also look in some detail at biblical imagery and biblical typology 

with the help of Peter J. Leithart’s A House for My Name. 

Covenant theology. Historically, Reformed theologians have integrated the apparently 

diverse strands of the Bible’s story by tracing the theme of God’s covenants with man. 

We’ll be doing the same thing with the help of O. Palmer Roberson’s book The Christ of the 

Covenants, as we make the step from biblical theology to systematic soteriology via 

covenant theology. 

Systematic soteriology. The Reformed didn’t stop with covenant theology, and neither 

shall we. Rather, we’ll see how a robust Reformed evangelical doctrine of salvation 

emerges naturally and organically from covenant theology as we return to John Calvin’s 

Institutes to consider such familiar topics as election, the offices of Christ, the atonement, 

repentance, faith and justification, all within the framework of the central doctrine of 

union with Christ. 

As before, you’re unlikely to have time to reflect in detail on everything in this section of Leithart’s 

book. I therefore suggest that you don’t try. Instead, approach the questions like this: (1) Read a 

chapter through; (2) Look at the questions for that chapter, and reflect on a few of them as your 

mood takes you; (3) Move on to the next chapter. 

You’ll benefit more from this book if you look at a few questions in detail than if you look at lots of 

questions superficially. So don’t worry if you don’t complete all the questions. In particular, if 

you’re pressed for time, omit the questions marked with a *. You may also find it helpful to look at 

Leithart’s questions scattered throughout each chapter. And keep your Bible open. 

Outline 

• Recap: Biblical theology to systematic soteriology via covenant theology 

• Leithart, A House for My Name 
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Questions for reflection 

i. What do the following passages have in common: Genesis 3:15; Judges 9:53; 1 Samuel 17:49; 

Psalm 74:14; John 19:2?  

Study questions 

1. What parallels does Leithart identify between the capture of the ark by the Philistines (1 Samuel 

3-6) and Israel’s exodus from Egypt (pp. 129-130)? What “important difference” does he highlight 

(p. 130)? What according to Leithart, is this difference “a picture of” (p. 130)? 

For reflection: What do you think of the parallel Leithart draws between this OT narrative and the 

work of Christ? If Leithart is right, what implications would this have for how you read the Bible? 

2. What is sinful about Israel’s request for a king in 1 Samuel 8 (pp. 133-134)? How does the LORD 

respond to Israel’s request (pp. 134-135)? 

3. In what ways does Saul initially appear to be “an ideal choice to lead and judge Israel” (pp. 136-

137)? 

4. “In 1 Samuel 13-15, Saul commits three sins” (p. 137). What are these three sins (pp. 137-140)? 

How are they related to the “three areas” of the earth: “garden, land, and world” (p. 139)? What is 

significant about this (pp. 139-140)? 

*5. As Saul goes to meeting Samuel, he meets some women at a well (1 Samuel 9:11-13). How is 

this occasion similar to the scenes in Genesis 24, Genesis 29 and John 4? How is it different? Why 

is this significant? 

6. “Goliath wears ‘scale armour,’ dressing himself like a serpent (1 Samuel 17:15)” (p. 142). Why is 

this significant? (You might find it helpful to consider you answer to question i, above.) 

7. In what ways are God’s promises to David (1 Samuel 7) similar to the promises he made to 

Abraham (pp. 148-149)? In what ways are they different? 

For reflection: How does this help us to understand the overall “shape” of God’s saving purposes 

for the world? 

8. “Solomon has moved beyond Adam, and God allows him, as it were, to eat from the tree of 

knowledge” (p. 154). What does Leithart mean by this? Do you agree? 

9. In what ways is Solomon’s temple different from the Mosaic tabernacle (pp. 155-156)? Why is 

this significant? 

*10. Why is the episode of the two prostitutes placed at this particular point in the narrative (1 

Kings 3:16-28)? 

11. “Elijah ... follows closely in the footsteps of Moses” (p. 169). How (pp. 169-172)? 

12. “Two things help to explain why Jonah flees to Tarshish rather than going to Nineveh” (p. 180). 

What are these two things (pp. 180-182)? 

*13. “Just as Jonah is thrown into the heart of the sea, so Israel will be flooded by the Gentile 

nations … Converts in Nineveh will be like the fish, rescuing Israel from drowning in the Assyrian 

sea” (p. 185). What does Leithart mean by this? Do you agree? 

 

 


