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22. Bible overview (3) 

Peter J. Leithart, A House for My Name, pp. 215-264 

Introduction 

We’re continuing our study of the doctrine of salvation in session 22 of the Emmanuel Guided 

Reading Course, looking at the final section of Peter J. Leithart, A House for My Name: A Survey of 

the Old Testament (Moscow, ID: Canon Press, 2000), pp. 215-264. 

As you’ll recall, this part of the course is deliberately structured to help you see how systematic 

soteriology (doctrine of salvation) emerges via covenant theology from an overview of the whole 

Bible. Despite it’s title (a survey of the Old Testament), this final section of Leithart’s book 

stretches past the Old Testament and into the New, thus helping us to see numerous connections 

between the Old Testament and the fulfilment of God’s promises in Christ. 

As before, you’re unlikely to have time to reflect in detail on everything in this section of Leithart’s 

book, so don’t try. Instead, I suggest that you read a chapter through, look at the questions for 

that chapter, reflect on a few of them as your mood takes you, and then move on. 

Don’t worry if you don’t complete all the study questions. It’s much better to look at a few 

questions in detail, following through the Bible wherever the threads take you. In particular, if 

you’re pressed for time, omit the questions marked with a *. You may also find it helpful to look at 

Leithart’s questions scattered throughout each chapter. Indeed, one or two of the questions 

below are based on Leithart’s questions. And, of course, keep your Bible open. 

Outline 

• Recap: Biblical theology to systematic soteriology via covenant theology 

• Leithart, A House for My Name 

Questions for reflection 

i. “Reading the Gospel of Matthew without knowing the Old Testament is like reading the last 

chapter in a novel” (p. 241). You knew this already, of course; however, try to articulate new ways 

in which you’re realised this is true over the last few weeks. 

Study questions 

1. What happens in Ezekiel’s vision in Ezekiel 8-11 (pp. 216-217)? Why? 

For reflection: In Mark 13:1, Jesus comes out of the Temple before sitting down on the Mount of 

Olives (v. 3). What has this got to do with Ezekiel 11:22-24? 

2. What happens when the LORD returns to his house in Ezekiel 43-47 (pp. 220-222)? Think in 

particular about: 

• the glory of the LORD (p. 221; Ezekiel 43); 

• the city (p. 221); 

• the river that flows from the temple (pp. 221-222; Ezekiel 47). 
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3. The stories in the book of Daniel “are not in the Bible just to tell us how great Daniel is. Every 

one of them is also a promise to Israel” (p. 224). What are these promises? 

4. In what ways is the return from exile under Ezra and Nehemiah similar to the exodus from Egypt 

(230-231)? In what ways is it different (pp. 231-232). Why are these similarities and differences 

significant? 

Chapter 8 of A House for My Name highlights some of the connections between the Old 

Testament and the accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry in the Gospels. In particular, it focuses on 

the Gospel of John, showing that “the story of Jesus is the last chapter of the story of Israel” (p. 

241). 

5. “When Jesus asks his disciples, ‘Whom do people say that I am,’ one of their answers is 

‘Jeremiah’” (p. 242). Why, according to Leithart, is this significant (p. 242)? 

For reflection: Leithart gives several examples of “the conflict between the Christian church and 

the Jewish synagogue” in the New Testament (p. 242). How many others can you think of? Would 

you agree that this is “the main conflict in the New Testament” (p. 242)? 

For reflection: “Many people ... don’t believe that John is as concerned about the Jews and the 

temple as the other Gospel writers are” (pp. 243-244). Before you reached this chapter of 

Leithart’s book, how closely did this reflect your opinion of John’s Gospel? 

6. What evidence does Leithart adduce to demonstrate that “the early chapters of John’s Gospel, 

especially chapters 5-10, are full of debates between Jesus and the Jews” (p. 244; see also p. 245). 

Are you persuaded? 

7. How, according to Leithart, is John 1 (especially vv. 1, 11) connected with the Old Testament 

creation narrative, the relationship between Old and New Covenants, and the ministry of Jesus (p. 

246)?  

8. “John’s visions in revelation ... build on Jesus’ prophesies about the destruction of the temple 

and city of Jerusalem, and they show that Jesus is going to build a new city and marry a new bride” 

(p. 249). Can you explain how Leithart reaches this conclusion (pp. 248-249)? Do you agree? 

9. Why do the people think that Jesus is a “prophet” (John 6:14) when he feeds the five thousand 

(cf. 2 Kings 4:42-44)? 

10. How many different theological and typological themes does Leithart find in the account of the 

wedding at Cana (pp. 251-252; John 2)? Are you persuaded? 

11. How many different theological and typological themes does Leithart find in the account of the 

healing at the pool (pp. 253-255; John 5)? Are you persuaded? 

12. How many different theological and typological themes does Leithart find in John 6 (p. 255)? 

Are you persuaded? 

13. What, according to Leithart, does Jesus mean by “the world” (p. 256, see also pp. 257-258)? 

Why is this significant? 

14. “The water from Jesus’ side refers back to John 7, but it is also connected to several Old 

Testament incidents” (p. 262). What are these incidents (pp. 262-263), and why might they be 

significant? What do you think of the connections Leithart identifies?  

For reflection: Has A House for My Name changed the way you read the Bible? How? Why? 

 


