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24. Covenant theology (2) 

O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants, chs 5-8 (pp. 67-146) 

Introduction 

In session 24 of the Emmanuel Guided Reading Course we’re continuing our study of Covenant 

Theology, the next part of our study of the doctrine of salvation, as we work through O. Palmer 

Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants (Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1980). You’ll 

recall from the previous session that covenant theology is a way of reading the whole Bible that 

takes into account the unfolding shape of God’s work in the world and his unfolding relationship 

with humanity. This relationship always takes the form of a covenant, and Covenant Theology 

attempts to trace the development of these covenants through Scripture.  

Last week we looked at the theme of the divine covenants in general terms. This week we’ll be 

starting to look more closely at some specific biblical covenants, beginning with the so-called 

“Covenant of Creation,” made with Adam before the fall. 

There are quite a lot of pages to read here. However, as you’ll remember from the first couple of 

sessions, you don’t have to spend an equal amount of time on every sentence in a book. In the 

notes that follow I’ll try to help you to work out which bits to focus on and which bits to skip over 

more quickly. These chapters will test your ability to read selectively and vigorously, and to avoid 

getting bogged down in the details. Remember: the questions are there to help you. 

As ever, don’t worry if you’re pressed for time; just omit the questions marked with a *. We will be 

able to pick up any loose threads in the tutorial. 

Outline 

• Recap: biblical theology to systematic soteriology 

• Robertson, Christ of the Covenants, chs 5-8 

Questions for reflection 

i. Someone asks, “How can you justify the Canaanite genocides described in the book of Joshua?” 

How would you reply? 

ii. Someone says, “Evangelism is the most important thing – we need to spend less time thinking 

Christianly about art, culture, work, education and family life; and more time saving souls.” How 

would you respond? 
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Study questions 

Chapter 5 discusses the “covenant of creation,” made with Adam in Genesis 1. After a brief 

introduction Robertson discusses its so-called “general aspect” (pp. 68-81) and “focal aspect” (pp. 

81-86). Don’t be put off by the unfamiliar terminology; the ideas are quite simple.  

I encourage you to skim quite quickly through this chapter, in order to get a general picture of 

what Robertson is saying without getting too bogged down in the details. We’ll have plenty of 

time for further discussion in the tutorial. 

1. What is the “covenant of creation” (p. 67)? What does Robertson mean by its “general aspect” 

(pp. 68-81) and “focal aspect” (pp. 81-86)?  

2. Robertson is concerned that “the broader responsibilities of man as created in God’s image 

[which he calls the “general aspects” of the covenant of creation] frequently have been ignored” 

(pp. 67-68). What does he mean by this? What would be the consequences of such an emphasis of 

the “focal aspect” of the covenant of creation (see especially pp. 81-83)? 

For reflection: Do you think that the “general aspects” of the covenant of creation are given due 

weight in contemporary evangelicalism? 

In chapter 6 (part 3 of the book), Robertson begins his discussion of what he calls “the covenant of 

redemption,” by which he means God’s plan to overturn the effects of sin, to redeem his people, 

and to accomplish his original purposes for us. As he explains on p. 93, the covenant of 

redemption begins with God’s words to the serpent, Eve and Adam in Genesis 3:14-19. 

3. “From the very outset, God intends by the covenant of redemption to realise for man those 

blessings originally defaulted under the covenant of redemption” (p. 91). What does Robertson 

mean by this?  

For reflection: What implications follow from Robertson’s claim here? (Consider particularly what 

follows if we take into account the “general aspects” of the covenant of creation.) 

Chapter 6 is divided into three main sections, each of which discusses a different section of 

Genesis 3:14-19: 

• The Word to Satan (Genesis 3:14-15; pp. 93-103) 

• The Word to the Woman (Genesis 3:16; pp. 103-104) 

• The Word to the Man (Genesis 3:17-19; pp. 105-107) 

4. Read Genesis 3:14-15. How would you summarise the basic message of God’s word to Satan in 

these verses? 

5. Who, according to Robertson, is Satan’s “seed” (p. 98)? What biblical data does Robertson 

adduce to support his conclusion (pp. 99-103)?  

6. Does this section shed any light on the battles between Israel and the Canaanites (which 

Robertson calls “the cherem-warfare of Joshua’s day,” p. 102)?  

7. What curse is contained in God’s word to the woman (p. 103)? What blessing is contained (pp. 

103-104)? 

8. What curse is contained in God’s word to the man (p. 105-106)? What blessing is contained (pp. 

105-106)? 
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Chapter 7 discusses God’s covenant with Noah, “the covenant of preservation.” Don’t worry too 

much about the extended discussion of capital punishment on pp. 117-121. 

9. What six characteristics of the covenant with Noah does Robertson identify (pp. 110-125)? 

For reflection: Think about each of these aspects of the covenant with Noah. In each case, ask 

yourself (a) whether you agree with Robertson; (b) what implications might follow if he is right (or 

indeed if he is wrong). Think in particular about the first, third and fifth aspects.  

Robertson turns in chapter 8 to the Abrahamic covenant, which he calls “the covenant of 

promise”. 

10. What important features of the Abrahamic covenant does Robertson identify on pp. 127-128? 

11. Robertson discusses the formal inauguration ceremony of the Abrahamic covenant on pp. 128-

130, before asking the question, “What is the meaning of this striking ceremony?” (P. 130). What 

is the answer to this question? 

On pp. 131-137 Robertson discusses several OT allusions to the Abrahamic covenant ceremony. 

Don’t worry too much about this. However, if you have time, you might like to consider the 

following question for reflection: 

For reflection: How is the imagery of “the birds of the air/heavens/sky” employed in the biblical 

passages quoted on pp. 135-137? Why do you think Jesus uses this imagery in Mark 4:32? 

 

 


