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29. The Offices of Christ 

John Calvin, Institutes, II.xv-xvii (1:494-534) 

Introduction 

In previous sessions we have laid the groundwork for the construction of a Christian doctrine of 

salvation by studying God’s work in history (Bible overview; Covenant Theology), God’s decrees in 

eternity (the doctrine of election), and the intersection of God’s decrees and human history 

(covenant and election). We now turn our attention specifically to Christ, the author of our 

salvation, the one about whom all Scripture testifies, in whom all God’s covenant promises are 

fulfilled – God’s chosen one par excellence.  

In particular, we’re looking this week at the three so-called “Offices of Christ” – Prophet, Priest 

and King with the help of Calvin, Institutes, II.xv-xvii (1:494-534). This study of Christ’s work for his 

people paves the way for future sessions in which we’ll be considering the application of Christ’s 

work to his people. 

Questions for reflection 

i. What is “salvation”? How did Christ accomplish salvation for us? 

ii. Did Christ need to be a King to save us? Did he need to be a prophet? 

Study questions 

In II.xv, Calvin describes in outline Christ’s three offices of Prophet, Priest and King 

1. Why does Calvin believe that “the title ‘Christ’ pertain to [all] three offices,” namely, Prophet, 

Priest and King (II.xv.2)? 

For reflection: Can you think of any biblical texts that support Calvin’s claim here? 

2. With what was Jesus anointed (II.xv.2)? 

For reflection: What might the previous answer imply about the imagery of “oil” in the Bible? (You 

might find it helpful to glance ahead briefly to II.xv.5.) 

3. “Then this anointing was diffused from the Head to the members” (II.xv.2). What does Calvin 

mean by this? Why is it important? 

Calvin turns in II.xv.3-5 to Christ’s kingly office in particular. 

4. Calvin says that Christ’s kingship is “spiritual in nature” (II.xv.3). What does he mean by this, and 

what inferences does he draw? (II.xv.3-5) 

5. How does Calvin contrast “this earthly life” and “the heavenly life” (II.xv.4)? Do you agree? 

For reflection: What pastoral implications does Calvin draw in II.xv.4 from the spiritual nature of 

Christ’s kingship? 

6. What does Christ do in his priestly office (II.xv.6)? 
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In II.xvi, Calvin explains how Christ has redeemed and saved us. This involves a discussion of 

Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension. 

7. Can you identify the different ways in which Calvin describes our predicament as sinners 

(II.xvi.1)? 

8. Imagine if someone asked this: “If God was angry with us because of our sin, how could he have 

loved us enough to send his son to redeem us?” How would Calvin reply, according to  II.xvi.2-4? 

9. Consider these two quotations: “Because the Lord wills not to lose what is his in us, out of his 

kindness he still finds something to love” (II.xvi.3); God “knew how, at the same time, to hate in 

each one of us what we had made, and to love what he had made” (II.xvi.4, quoting Augustine). 

What does Calvin mean? Why is it important? 

10. How, precisely, does Calvin believe Christ has abolished sin, reconciled us to God and 

“acquired righteousness” for us (II.xvi.5)? 

11. What does Calvin mean when he says, “the cross was accursed” (II.xvi.6)? 

In II.xvi.8-12, Calvin discusses the controversial phrase, “He descended into hell,” which is found in 

the Apostles’ Creed. 

12. What does Calvin think is meant by the statement in the Creed, “He descended into hell” 

(II.xvi.8-12)? Do you agree? 

For reflection: Should we say “Christ descended into hell” when we say the Creed at church? 

13. What, according to Calvin, did Christ’s resurrection accomplish (II.xvi.13)? Would you want to 

add anything here? 

14. What did Christ achieve in his ascension (II.xvi.14-16)? Why is this significant? 

*15. Why is it significant that our Judge is our Redeemer (II.xvi.18)? 

In II.xvii, Calvin discusses the idea of “merit,” a term which has historically been used by some 

theologians in their discussion of the work of Christ. 

*16. Why do some people dislike the word “merit” (II.xvii.1)? Do you think their concern is 

legitimate? How does Calvin respond (II.xvii.2)? 

*17. What does Calvin seek to demonstrate by his citation of Galatians 3 and Isaiah 53 in II.xvii.4? 


