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47. Eschatology (2): The Renewal of Creation  

Herman Bavinck, “The Renewal of Creation” 

Introduction 

We’re remaining in Herman Bavinck’s Reformed Dogmatics for session 47 of the Emmanuel 

Guided Reading Course, turning this week to vol. 4, ch. 18, “The renewal of creation” (pp. 715-

730). As before, we’re deliberately taking a shorter section than we would with Calvin in order to 

allow time to reflect on and appreciate the complexity and subtlety of Bavinck’s writing. 

You’ll recall from the introduction to last week’s session that we’re in currently looking at a series 

of topics under the overall heading of Echatology. This term is commonly understood to refer to 

the doctrine of the so-called “Last Things” – death, judgment, heaven and hell – from the Greek 

word eschatos, meaning “last”. However, properly understood, eschatology is much broader than 

this. Eschatology is the study of the Christian of philosophy of history. This obviously includes 

events that lie in the distant future, such as various millennial views, the return of Christ, the 

resurrection of the dead, the renewal of the creation, the final judgment, everlasting glory and 

everlasting punishment. But it also includes a consideration of the progress of history more 

generally: the development of God’s plan for the world from creation to new creation.  

It is the subject of the new creation (sometimes called the New Heavens and the New Earth) that 

occupies our attention this week. We’ll be exploring the nature of life after the resurrection – 

what the world will be like, what our experience of it will involve, and so on.  

Just as a reminder, here’s an outline of this section of the course: 

Eschatology (1): The Day of the Lord 

Eschatology (2): The renewal of creation 

Eschatology (3): Everlasting glory 

Eschatology (4): Everlasting punishment 

Eschatology (5): The millennium 

Eschatology (6): Everything lasts 

Eschatology (7): The State 

If you’re pushed for time, omit the questions marked with a *. 

Introductory questions 

a. “2 Peter 3:1-10 teaches that on Judgment Day this world will be destroyed.” Discuss. 

b. A Christian friend asks, “What will heaven be like?” How would you answer? 

c. Will there be different degrees of blessedness for different people after Judgment Day? Why or 

why not? 



Emmanuel Evangelical Church Guided Reading Course (47) 2 

Study questions 

1. Bavinck states that “in [its] expectation of world renewal, Scripture assumes a position between 

two extremes” (p. 716). What are these two extremes? What, according to Bavinck, is the 

scriptural position? 

For reflection: Which of these three views (the two extremes, and Bavinck’s “middle” position) have 

you heard most often among Christians today?  

2. What arguments does Bavinck outline for his understanding of the transformation of creation 

on pp. 716-717? 

3. Bavinck states that “God’s honour consists precisely in the fact that he redeems and renews the 

same humanity, the same world, the same heaven and the same earth that have been corrupted 

by sin” (p. 717), but at this stage he does not support his point with arguments. What arguments 

do you think could be given at this point? (Hint: consider the purpose of creation, expressed for 

example in Genesis 1:26-28 and Psalm 8.) 

4. “The essence of future blessedness” is “construed ... spiritually,” but “this does not confine this 

blessedness to heaven” (p. 718). What does Bavinck mean by this? What arguments does he make 

to support his point at this stage? 

5. Summarise what Bavinck says will happen when our “inheritance is ... revealed” (p. 719). 

6. Bavinck gives illustrations involving a butterfly, a diamond and grains of wheat. What do these 

illustrations imply about the new creation (p. 720)? 

7. Bavinck says that in the new creation “the redeemed [will] see God” (p. 722). How? 

For reflection: What theological questions might arise in response to the statement, “The 

redeemed will see God”? 

8. “The blessedness of communion with God is enjoyed in and heightened by the communion of 

saints” (p. 722). What does this mean? 

*9. What does the Roman Catholic church teach about the salvation of children who die in infancy 

(p. 725)? What (according to Bavinck) do the Reformed believe (p. 725-727)? What do you 

believe? Why? 

10. “The rest enjoyed in the New Jerusalem is not to be conceived ... as blessed inaction” (p. 727). 

What does Bavinck mean by this? What biblical evidence does he cite? Do you agree? 

11. Are there “degrees of distinction in glory” (p. 728)? How does Bavinck avoid creating a conflict 

here with the doctrine of justification by faith alone (p. 729)? 

*12. According to Bavinck, what is God’s “purpose” (p. 729) in granting different degrees of glory 

to different people in the new creation? What do you make of this explanation? 


