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48. Eschatology (3): Everlasting Glory  

Jonathan Edwards, Miscellanies on “Heaven” 

Introduction 

We’re continuing on the topic of eschatology in session 48 of the Emmanuel Guided Reading 

Course, turning this time to a selection of Jonathan Edwards’s Miscellanies on the subject of 

“heaven”.  

Edwards’s Miscellanies are a series of private theological notebooks containing numbered entries 

ranging in length from a few words to dozens of pages, in which he recorded his musings on a 

range of theological topics. They are freely available on the web in various places and in various 

editions. For the sake of convenience copies of the relevant extracts will be provided for students 

formally enrolled on the Guided Reading Course. Others following the course can find the 

appropriate reading by following the various links to the Miscellanies at the Yale University 

Jonathan Edwards Center (http://edwards.yale.edu/research/browse). We’re looking at 

Miscellanies h, 5, 105, 137, 188, 263, 272, 371, 430, 431, 432, 435, 576, 639, 721, 741, 934, 1072 

and 1137. 

Edwards’s writing is often rather tortuous and hard to follow, with lots of long sentences that 

doubtless made sense to him but can be a little hard to decipher for us. The commas don’t, 

normally, help, very much, either. Stick with it. I’ve added a little explanation here and there to 

some of the questions to help you follow the flow, and in one case (M741), I’ve included a full 

paragraph-by-paragraph summary. If in doubt, try reading the text aloud, with as much expression 

as possible. If all else fails, skip on to the next sentence and try to figure out where he’s heading. 

It’s sometimes hard work, but it’s well worth it.  

Finally, a brief note about Edwards’s terminology. As David Field has pointed out (see 

http://northlondonchurch.org/2010/11/03/something-to-look-forward-to/), the use of the term 

“heaven” to denote the final abode of the righteous is somewhat unfortunate, since there are 

many other more appropriate terms (such as “New Heavens and New Earth,” “New Creation,” 

“Resurrection,” or “Glory”). However, it is clear from Edwards’s work that he isn’t using the term 

“heaven” as many other writers do – to describe a disembodied, ethereal after-death existence. 

Edwards anticipated that the eternal state would be emphatically embodied, physical and 

glorious. For example, he speaks in Miscellany 188 of “glorified ... bodies,” and according to 

Miscellany 371, “the saints will be in their natural state of union with bodies, glorious bodies, 

bodies perfectly fitted for the uses of a holy glorified soul.” With this in mind, we’ll sometimes use 

the term “heaven” in the questions, even though one of the other terms would normally be 

preferable in other contexts. 

References in the form “Mx” denote “Miscellany no. x”.  
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Introductory questions 

a. How could we be happy in glory while knowing that some whom we loved on earth are in hell? 

b. Will there be household chores in glory? Why or why not? 

c. Are you looking forward to glory? 

Study questions 

Degrees of reward in glory (M5, M430, M431) 

1. M5 begins by explaining that different degrees of happiness in heaven will not diminish 

(“damp”) the happiness of those whose happiness is less. On the contrary, he says, “instead of the 

superiority of some above others in happiness, being a damp on the happiness of those that are 

inferior, there is undoubted reason why it should be an addition to their happiness” (M5). Why? 

2. What do M430 and M431 add to what M5 says about different degrees of happiness in heaven? 

Sorrow in glory (Mh, M432) 

3. “When a saint dies, he has no cause at all to grieve because he leaves his friends and relations 

whom he dearly loves” (Mh). Why not? How do you think Edwards’s reasoning here should affect 

those loved ones who survive?  

4. Why, according to M432, won’t the memory of our sins mar the joy of heaven?  

For reflection: If our sins are forgiven now just as they will be in heaven, why can’t we rejoice in the 

memory of our sins now? 

Progress in glory (M105, M272, M371) 

5. Can you explain what M272 means?  

6. Edwards believes that part of the “happiness” of the glorified saints “will consist in hope of what 

is to come” (M371). What does he mean by this? If Edwards is right, why would this not lead to a 

perpetual sense of unfulfilled expectation? 

7. If in heaven “God will have obtained the end of all his great works” (M371, italics added), how is 

this compatible with the notion of his saints’ increasing happiness? 

The experience of glory (M188, M263, M576, M721, M741, M934, M1072, M1137) 

8. How does Edwards believe that “the glorified saints” will be able to communicate in heaven 

(M188)? 

9. According to M263, how will our senses of sight and hearing be transformed by the 

resurrection? What more does M721 say about this subject? 

10. How does Edwards seek to articulate the “incredible” intensity of the happiness of heaven in 

M576? 
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M741 is rather complex. Here’s a paraphrase of the first sentence, which summarises Edwards’s 

point: “The way in which we have been redeemed encourages us to hope for every aspect of the 

happiness of heaven, our intimacy with Christ and our enjoyment of God.” 

Here’s an even simpler summary: “Thinking about how we’ve been redeemed helps us to 

anticipate the joy of heaven.” 

Now, to help you follow the argument of M741 a little more easily, here’s a paragraph-by-

paragraph breakdown of what it’s saying. Use this to help you answer question 11. 

[Paragraph 1, pp. 8-9] 

We might think that our guilt would prevent us entering heaven, never mind enjoying it, but our 

redemption in Christ cleanses us from guilt. 

We might think that the lowliness of our human nature would hinder us from enjoying heaven, 

because there is such a vast gulf between the human nature and the divine. But Christ has bridged 

this gulf in his very own body by uniting himself with a human nature, thereby inviting us to 

intimate communion with him. The fact that Christ humbled himself in this way encourages us to 

“ascend to the most intimate convers[ation] with him,” since if he can humble himself like that, he 

can certainly raise us up to be with him. Indeed, God has shown that he wants to “admit the 

church into the divine family,” so that we shall enjoy God the Father just as the Son himself does. 

[Paragraph 2, p. 9] 

There will in heaven be no limit to our closeness with the Father, just as there is now no limit to 

the closeness between the human and divine natures of Christ. 

[Paragraph 3. p. 9] 

Jesus is our brother – and that’s really close. 

[Paragraph 4, p. 10] 

Christ’s self-giving for our redemption really highlights all this, because there’s no joy too 

expensive for Jesus’ death to purchase for us. 

[Paragraph 5, p. 10] 

If it’s not too much for God to give us his Son (and it’s not), then it’s not too much for God to give 

us all this joy. 

[Paragraph 6, p. 10] 

It’s appropriate to approach God with boldness because we have the right to joyful intimacy with 

Christ. 

[Paragraph 7, p. 10] 

We’re supposed to think of Christ as belonging to us, as shown by the example of John; John 6:51; 

and other texts [Isa 53:10, 12?]. 

[Paragraph 8, pp. 10-11] 

Christ’s enemies were bold in deriding him; therefore Christ’s friends should feel equally free in 

enjoying him. 

[Paragraph 9, p. 11] 

Jesus opened his arms wide. 

[Paragraph 10, p. 11] 
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God gave it all; he won’t hold back now. 

[Paragraph 11; p. 11] 

God’s terrifying majesty won’t hinder our intimacy with him, because that majesty has already 

been “displayed, vindicated, and glorified in Christ’s blood.” 

[Paragraph 12, p. 11] 

The veil has been torn open. 

[Paragraph 13, p. 11] 

The joy of the saints will be as absolute as the misery of the damned. 

[Paragraph 14, p. 12] 

Humble yourselves. 

[Paragraph 15, p. 12] 

Come to God boldly and openly. 

11. As you follow through the argument of M741 with the help of the above outline, what 

particular points strike you most forcefully? 

12. What point does Edwards seek to establish in M934 with his reference to Ahasuerus’s feast? 

13. What conclusion does Edwards draw in M1072 from the biblical imagery of Christ as the head 

of the body? 

14. What conclusion does Edwards draw in M1137 from the fact that God rested after finishing his 

work of creation? 

For reflection: How has reading Edwards changed your thoughts about the future? 


