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50. Eschatology (5): The Millennium  

Kenneth L. Gentry, “Postmillennialism”; 

and Robert B. Strimple, “An Amillennial Response.” 

Introduction 

We continue our study of eschatology in session 50 of the Emmanuel Guided Reading Course by 

turning to the doctrine of the millennium. Having considered various forms of premillennialism 

earlier in the course when we looked at O. Palmer Robertson’s Christ of the Covenants, we’ll focus 

our attention now on the two other major millennial views found among evangelicals: 

postmillennialism and amillennialism. 

We’ll be reading Kenneth L. Gentry’s article chapter entitled “Postmillennialism,” in Darrell L. Bock 

(ed.), Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1999), followed 

by Robert B. Strimple’s “Amillennial Response” in the same volume. 

Gentry’s article is refreshingly easy to read. The start of each major section contains a brief 

summary of the progress of the argument and the place of that section within it. Strimple’s article 

is fairly short, but outlines some important responses to Gentry and also some important 

arguments in favour of amillennialism. 

Introductory questions 

a. Can you define Postmillennialism, Amillennialism, and Premillennialism? 

b. How would your country be different if 20% of the population were Reformed, evangelical 

Christians? What if 80% were Reformed, evangelical Christians? 

Study questions on Gentry, “Postmillennialism” 

1. “Eschatology’s considerable task is” ... what (p. 13)? 

For reflection: Why is it inadequate (despite the etymology of the term eschatos, meaning “last”) 

to think of eschatology as “the doctrine of the last things”? 

2. What are the important elements in Gentry’s definition of postmillennialism that distinguish it 

from other millennial views(pp. 13-14)? 

For reflection: How might Gentry respond to the criticism that postmillennialism replaces the 

proclamation of the gospel with social and political endeavours to extend the Kingdom of God? 

3. What do you think of the material from the early church cited by Gentry on pp. 14-16? 

4. Do you think it is legitimate, given the evidence Gentry cites, to describe Calvin as “an incipient 

postmillennialist” (p. 17)? 

5. What additional element, not mentioned in Gentry’s definition (question 2), was a common 

feature of “the Puritan form of postmillennialism” (p. 18)? 

For reflection: What biblical evidence might be cited in support of this additional element of 

postmillennialism? Do you have a view on this subject? 
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6. What is “theonomic postmillennialism” (p. 19)? How is it related to what Gentry calls “generic” 

postmillennialism (p. 18)? 

For reflection: why do you think many theonomic postmillennialists tend also to be preterists? Do 

you think it would be possible to be a postmillennialist without also being a preterist on those 

passages that speak of an imminent coming of Christ? 

7. How, according to Gentry, do each of the following covenants support postmillennialism (pp. 

25-31)? How persuasive do you find Gentry’s argument in this section? Why? 

• the creation covenant 

• the Edenic covenant 

• the Abrahamic covenant 

• the new covenant 

8. Summarise in your own words Gentry’s exegetical argument for postmillennialism from Psalm 2 

(pp. 33-36). 

9. How, according to Gentry, do the parables of the sower, the weeds, the hidden treasure, the 

mustard seed and the yeast support postmillennialism (pp. 39-41)? 

10. How, according to Gentry, do the following passages support postmillennialism (pp. 41-50)? 

• John 12:31-32 

• Matthew 28:18-20 

• 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

11. How important does Gentry believe Revelation 20 is in the discussion of the millennium (pp. 

50-55)? Do you agree? 

Study questions on Strimple, “Amillennial Response” 

12. Strimple claims that the New Testament “presents a different picture of the character of this 

age” (p. 60) from that described by Gentry. How does Strimple believe the biblical description 

differs from that offered by Gentry (pp. 60-61)? 

For reflection: what biblical passages would enable you to adjudicate between Strimple and Gentry 

on this issue? 

13. “When the apostle Paul thinks of this present time, he thinks of sufferings as its characteristic 

mark” (p. 63, italics original). Is this a cogent argument against postmillennialism? 

14. “When the New Testament locates the church in the history of redemption, the paradigm to 

which it points is not the Canaan occupation but the desert experience (Heb. 3:7-19)” (p. 63, italics 

original). Is this a cogent argument against postmillennialism? 

15. Strimple quotes Cornelius Venema’s view that “Postmillennialism alters the focus of the 

believer’s hope for the future” from that set out in the New Testament (p. 66). Do you agree? 

16. “The New Testament permits no ‘date-setting’ with regard to Christ’s second coming ... even in 

the broad general terms demanded by postmillenialism” (p. 66). Is this a cogent argument against 

postmillennialism?  


